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Some things are buried so deeply in the sands of time that they are almost impossible to
remember. Imagine the vast, open spaces of deserts and forests where ancien f temples,

markets, and cities lie still, awaiting the gentle touch of an archaeolo . Most

people can only imagine the immense effort involved in unear g such sites.

I'm not just talking about physical fatigue, though the ca l remo irt must be slow and
delicate to avoid damaging potential discoveries tual work that happens
before anyone steps foot on-site—the r

A good treasure hunter (I enjoy the ro tic image an archaeologlst as such) must first

become a master of the subject, nly way to satisfy this thirst for knowledge is through
books. Endless nigh&are s i old, dusty tomes with yellowing pages, illuminated
by the soft glow of a ess fingers flip through chapter after chapter, page after

es, trying to confirm things like, "This city must be there, on the

ecause the Silk Road ended here, " or "It’s impossib]e for a trade route
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spent surrounded by books, searching for confirmations of ancient cities or long-forgotten

events, dreaming of adventure.

Greece to the edge of India. His campaigns opened t
the marvels of Egyptian, Persian, and Babylo Tales of fantastic places spread

quickly by word of mouth, and soon, th newly tened travelers began to compﬂe lists

.

phesus, the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus, the Colossus of

of what they had seen.

Arnong the well—kno%n Gre iza and the Statue of Zeus at Olympia were other

wonders: the Temple of Art

Rhode hthouse exandria, and the Hanging Gardens of Babylon. This discovery

sparke htni in my mind, reigniting my passion for ancient mysteries. I dove
P y g g my p y

headfirst in

se pages, eager to piece together the puzzle of these incredible structures.

Q ?
d +39 3466537350
h@4 davide.1492a@gmail.com

https://www.linkedin.com/in/davidecolombo1492/

B %

easysustainabilityngo.org ﬁ.\

EASY SUSTAINABILITY



EASY

SUSTAINABILITY

Join Us For
a Greener Career

"Climate Neutral and Smart Cities: Reviving the Legacy of Babylon’s Hanging Gardens in the
EU Horizon Mission"
By Davide Colombo

By the end of the next day, [had a fairly clear understanding of these wonders. The first known

list of them came from Antipater of Sidon, a Greek poet from the 1st centu hough an

earlier writer, Philo of Byzantium, had also recorded them in the 3rd e great

historian Herodotus was captivated by these marvels. But why t to create a

list of wonders? This list covered the Mediterranean and regions—the known

world for the Greeks. Interestingly, five of the seven'won eek creations, while only

t T 0 iza and the Hanging Gardens of

two were from other civilizations: the

this passion r di ory about a lost treasure was like ﬁnding the cherry on top of the
cak
3
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This fascination with the Hanging Gardens has stayed with me, fueling my imagination and my
dreams of exploration, reminding me that even the most fantastical legends o ain a seed

of truth waiting to be uncovered.

for the lush greenery, vineyards, and floffng wa % eland. Her homesickness became
so severe that she fell ill, prompting the king to seek a solution. Nebuchadnezzar’s engineers
responded by constructing, tow alls supported by stone pillars, forming a square
foundation filled withysoil dens were tiered, with the highest terrace reaching

50 cubits (about 23 m \ ounding wall was made of stone bricks, and the base of

each tier was no accommodate the roots of large trees.

rse array of plant species to delight the Queen. The gardens were home

to olive, qui and pear trees. Corridors overflowed with figs and almonds, while pergolas
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were adorned with grapevines, surrounded by date palms and tamarisks. As the royal couple

®

This story left me asto > tless questions in my mind: "Could something like

this reaHy exist?" y shape the land to the point of creating a garden in the

desert?.] remaine on d that the tale was just a legend, and that perhaps the Greek

anging Gardens as a symbol of the wealth and abundance of Persian

and Middle Ea

n civilizations, especially when contrasted with the barren deserts surrounding
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them. Yet, I still found myself daydreaming about the Babylonian Gardens whenever I saw a

garden in my neighbourhood or a collection of plants on a balcony.

Years passed, but I never forgot those books or those dreams. So, 1

Cities play a central role in

of European Green De a only 4% of the Eu’s land area, but they are home of the
n, cities consume over 65% of the world’s energy and account for

CO2 emissions. The aim of this mission is ambitious:
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® Ensure that these cities act as experimentation and innovation hubs to enable all

European cities to follow suit by 2050.

The European Commission started to select 100 cities in EU and_12 her countries
cross-sectoral
approaches including for citizens engageme anagement and internal
governance to accelerate their path to climate neutrali ant the recognition of status

of commitment granting an EU Mission Label.

work. It acknowledges successful develop of Climate City Contracts with local stakeholders

including private sectors a

ith the help of a Mission platform, that provide the
necessary hands-on @chni d financial assistance to cities. Cities that received
the Eu Mission Label can,us on of confidence in their climate neutrality plans, especially

bli private funding. The benefits for this sample of cities and for the

ossible to misread: the sustainability commitment will attract new
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private and public stakeholders, delve into diverse aspects of green solutions, ranging from using
the most advanced IT solutions to assess and monitor climate risks and imp everaging

nature and trees as allies in building green and sustainable solutions to'mitigat pacts.

Babylonian Projects:

® Climaborough: The full name is Green and Climate-Neutral City-Hubs.
Launched in 2023, it isicoo ed by the National Association of Italian Municipalities
and has been awar 7,882 in EU funding. Recognizing cities as engines of

rough project aims to establish local hubs around innovative

the efforts of 14 cities across the EU. These "city angels" —
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into reality. The initiatives will serve as catalysts for broader innovation, encouraging

behavioural shifts in areas such as waste separation and public transp

implementation of digital twins
real-time events and ma

trustworthy. ‘

® Harmonia: The \ evelopment of a Support Systern for Improved Resilience
ainable

and S Areas to Cope with Climate Change and Extreme Events Based
@ Advanced Modelling Tools. Coordinated by the Politecnico di Milano in
Italyythe/project has secured €4,999,794 in funding. Harmonia is an Al-based platform

designed to scan urban areas for risk patterns related to the negative health impacts of
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climate change, making cities healthier and safer. By integrating urban and climate data

from the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS), the eam will
S,,. Promao urban

resilience, assist in urban planning, and uncover the lin t a ‘ 0

develop applications that support adaptation and mitigatio
tion, climate

change, and health risks.

Its goal is to trans cit i

thrive. By rec‘ing ompe al vehicles, the project aims to decrease car usage,
alleviate trafh \ healthier, safer cities. This transformation involves
reshapi *s rough initiatives such as creating superblocks and green

t ritize the safety of pedestrians and cyclists, alongside digital solutions

te the impact of planned interventions. The project currently collaborates with

10 cities, including Barcelona and Budapest.
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® Unalab: The full name is Urban Nature Labs, coordinated by the VTT Technical Research

Centre of Finland. The project has secured €12,768,931 in funding s promotes a

transformative approach to enhancing climate resilience in

nalab team enhanced existing

pond, alluvial meadow, and biofilter to manage

environments, which are often sely populated by definition. Our cities are currently

struggli wi rri allenges like floods and heatwaves, which affect our homes
seaso ent has led to the insulation of the soil, causing devastating
consequen ng the rainy season. A lack of green spaces has diminished natural cooling,

leading to overheating during the day. Additionally, the absence of an extensive public
11
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transportation system and safe routes for pedestrians and cyclists has contributed to a reliance

on cars and motorcycles, resulting in higher emissions and increased stress.

Without a transition toward sustainable, smart, and green cities, the en less

liveable environments, where only the wealthy can afford s ns panels, flood
barriers, or homes built to withstand extreme we ate aywidening gap between

social classes, further exacerbating inequality and ha i brace the EU's Smart Cities

revenue and progress but rather as
infrastructure. Organizati li s and multinational entities such as the European
Commission are wo‘ing this cultural shift, challenging the misconceptions

often tied to change. Thr rials and initiatives, they aim to trigger a much-needed

domino eﬁect% tments and solutions.
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Near the international initiatives, it is worth citing the efforts of two organizations that are
contributing to the development of a sustainable culture and resilient initi CLEI and

GCoM. ICLEI was founded in 1990 as the International Council fer Loe¢ /ironmental

committed to sustainable development. GCoM stands for. the ovenant of Mayors for

Climate & Energy, and its role is to enable cities, 0 1ents, and the networks that

support them to bridge the gap betwee d action delivery. It represents the

largest global alliance of cities and loca mong their initiatives, ranging from

economic intervention togconsul of our cities is a major objective and is

is project aims to achieve an optimal level of quality in
utions for inclusive and high—quality housing. It conducts

e studies in nine countries, including Italy, Spain, and Austria. In each

sized cities, and rural areas. This survey will shed light on effective local initiatives to
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address housing inequalities and provide valuable insights for tailored policy

recommendations.

private sector invest
projects. The&ima %
to advance hig \

the E ission and the European Investment Bank (EIB) to finance

an is to fill the gap in resources and capacity needed

arbon infrastructure projects. GCoM has partnered with

and metropolitan areas. The EIB plans to lend US$100 billion over
the next few years for climate-related projects and aims to develop a global advisory and

ﬁnancing framework to facilitate climate action investments in cities.
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The mythical Hanging Gardens reached their massive prominence in an unfriendly

of investors, such as government interna organizations, as well as the vision and will

s. C nge must not only be necessary; it must also be
hadnezzar, who turned toward transformation, we too

must open our eyes change, not for ourselves but for future generations. It’s time

to ishi ainable cities where all can thrive.
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